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THE OOMMUNE OF PARIS.

e P B

By LOUISE MICHEL.

PART II.

THE REPUBLIC OF THE F()LRTI?"OI‘ SEPTEMBER, KNOWN AS
COPHE GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE.’

Cuartir I—(Contiuued).

Jules Favre concludes his account of the episode of Qct. 31st with
{be arrival of the 106th battalion. ‘* Messieurs Ferry and Picard had
pov wasted their time” They never wasted it when it was a
question of opposing Paris. And, blinded by power, Jules Favre
-admits as much:—

“This assistance was , due from us, especially as regarded
M. Picard. Hardly bad he crossed the threshold of the
Hotel de Ville, than he sought admission to the Governor
(Trichu). No orders had been given. Everyone was wait-
ing, without coming to a resolution. No one wished to
aceept the responsibility of deciding on any course. M.
Picard was not baffled for an instant by such vain formality,
he ordered the signal to be given to-summon the military
immediately to the Hotel de Ville. M. Jules Ferry, and his
brother Charles at onde placed themselves at his disposal
and displayed no less coolness than intrepidity.

“ As fast as the National Guards could be got together”
they were massed around {be Hotel de Ville occuping all
ill)]i]'“il“]l('f‘%‘ ’

“ When General Trochn was let go, he fonnd the attack
already organised, and had nothing to do but to fill in the
details ... ...

“Orders were given to the battalion of mobiles who were
quartered in the Napoleon barracks, to pass through a sub-
terrancan pussage communicating with the Hotel de Ville.

“These brave fellows plunged eourageously into the
narrow dark subway, the outlet of which was unknown to
the insurgents ; and in less than half an hour the battalien
had reached an inner court-yard, and was wmaster of the

Mennwhile, outside, the National Guard was uw]v
Tete*

place.

to commence an attack from the front,’

No comment, on these fragments 18 necessary.
they contuin ure eloquent enough,

The avowals which

Cuarrer 1. \

Nao sooner were the bills posted in which the mavors of Paris

THE GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAT, DEFENCE,
called on the electors to nowminate the Commune, than the posters
were torn down, and replaced by others 1o which the Government
announced that the promises to elect a Commune had heen illusory,
The sworn oath that no
Blanqui, Milliére,
Flourens, Juclard, Vermoral, Felix Piat, Lefrar ¢ais, Kudes, Levrault,
Tridon, Ranvier, Kazona, Tibaldi, Goupil, Pillot, Visinier, Legére,
Manricer Joly, and Bugéne Chatelain were arraigned ; and a number
of further arrests were made at random with a view to making an
nupression which should seare the bourgeoisie. Then it was that
Fmile Adam, prefect. of  police, who, dn his retwrn from o Lallooning

and that the insurrection was disgraced,
prosecutions would follow was likewise violated.

expedition, had beens witness of the given parole, refused to make
The incidents of Oct. 31st
had had too many witnesses to remain unkonown, and the crowd made
no seeret- of its sentiment ax regarded this violation of sworn faith.
“Is'the Bmpire coming back ?” asked some. Truth to tell it had
never departed. The men of Sept. 4th in confining themselves with.
in the administrativé machinery as left by the Empire, bore a fatal
resemblance to the latter.  To {his mill, construeted for grinding the
people, they attached themselves like the blind horse to the wheel he_|
has to turn.  Nothing hud changed.
The affair of Oct. 31st was indicted as follows :—
L—Criminal attempt, with the ob]m t, of exciting to civil war by
mmmg citizens aguinst one another, Allnh.mrv sequestration.
-Menaces under conditions,  Querenat, vxnmmmgmagxbtmte of the
lmpuo, presided over the case; the other magistrates were Henri
Didier, solicitor gencral—the same man who had formerly defended -

Megy. This caused surprise, but Leblond admitted that in the
present case he was merely the proxy of Jules” Favre, ‘md of

" See Jules Favie's " National he fenee

- N

the wrrests, and gave in his resignation”

VOl . 34r and bllowing,

T too well known.

| Ewmmanuel Arago, who, abided by the traditions of those in power,
Thén for some weeks there fullowed a great talk about the defence
‘of Paris;-and the subsecriptions that were got up for guns were no
only not prosecuted, but were actually encouraged. The Parisians
were called upon for a veritable plébiscite—to say “ Yes” or « N, »
as to whether they desired the maintenance of the government: .y
the most-part they declived to take part in this farcé; they assemhlog
in the clubs, (whereof more anon) and loudly explessed the will of
the people; to die, if need be; but, in any case to release Puyiy,
Neverthieless, nearly 70,000 went to the ballot-boxes to give in the
word “No” in reply to the questiop.of the Government. Bug the
plébescites of the Empire had been too mnotorious for Paris to 1
duped. by what is called “ following the will of the people "’ whicl in
fact means taking count of those who dare not have a will; by add-
ing to these the simple and the corrupt, the product is alwmx the
reply desired by the authorities; and governments less than anvone
can cherish illusions. - A few concessions were, however, made. Each
distriet was to elect not a cominuue, but a mayor and three deputies.

protest some of the imprisoned Socialists, or men known for their
opinions. It was necessary to leave the result to the faubour as ;
the Goveuunent of National Defénce appointed a municipal commis-
sion to occupy office for the prisoncrs nominated; and despife all
protests, this commission functioned until the 18th of March,

Thus, Ranvier had been chosen mayor for the 25th district; Millicre,
Flourens, and Lefrancals as deputy mayors for the same. Jaclard had
been nominated as one of the deputies for Montmartre, where
Clemenceau wis mayor, the other deputies chosen being Dueme
and Lafont. I'he names of Malon,  Aeligon, Tolain, Mln al
Vernorel, Valles, Blanqui, and Felix Piat'also figured as elécted in
protest against the imprisonmeunts  Mouchetout and Bugzenval
changed nothing as to external:conditions; }ut they showed the
authorities that Parisians weré uut spamw of their lives; which
indeed they knew already.

The “ National Defence,” feelmr 1tself memwod ‘employed the
ordinary expedients of pswer. - All Paris demanded
a sally of desparation, wlmh after all might sa
thought many times of :Moscow in ﬂmues ‘

The women, bourgeoises und prole
as regarded those who spo]se o
travels #n search.of tmnqu: it
self not at all about the peo le,
the “ vile multitude’') cxcepit
troublesome. *He carried
Paris was crying for a to
battle of desparation, as

At this poni it may
bmgrup)uml features o
I trans
of u series of brochures enti
Artillery Officer of L'hp'Ar‘my

In passing I give the silh
hands were lurge and slnat.ulous
shoulders, yot a monkoy in t
humble, bLlinking eyes, the hea
reminding oue-altérnately of Quusin do
Macaire.  All this, howwcl, was the work: of nature;
the work of L'hiers himself. ‘His whole llle ‘was of one pattern :

* Was he not an infamous paid spy and traitor »mﬂw
matter of the the arrest of the chheas of Bnrr_v PP it
be forgotten that his benefactor, T;aﬁbte, wag shamelessiy
betrayed by him?  That on his first’ term of “ministry, his

~first care was to sell to the highost-bidder such places,

ranks, and offices as depended: on” him. And then, the
massacre of Rue Transnonain!  Yes, this man hag continn-
ally persecuted the people with ferocious and implacable.
hatred . ... .. .. ‘Well, this individual at once ridiculons
and _sinister, knew thut he might reap advantage from the
di.asters tollowing. the 4uh of Sept. The republic—that
thing of the people, the detested people—bhad just been pro-
claimed. His rage would have been great had he seeh men
of conviction at its head. But it made him smile to see the
Government of National Defence. Such men as these would
necessarily become the accomplices and instruments of the
first comer @ho knew how to munage them. In '48 the
title of president would have flattered the monstrous
ambition of “Foutriguet;” bt~ France had TBoen at tlat
time too vigorous to submit to the blandishments of an old

@ genma] ad]]\—-—
_r the ciys One

ans alike, cried © cowards!”
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ion °f her by force, by Soudhbts) that: the masses cani

- | and _cannot
o no ‘more than cry for help '

his man. And- because all around -
- cry, the future president Wairt-his
Italy—a.nd on this point we have
h preclude all doubt in the matter—
d 100,000 men to relegse Lyons . . . .
f the German forces) would have released
the hideous comedy of the seige . . . . .
‘have made the republic an honest one, Soclalist camp
rep! bllca.ns xT?nt with such a republie, ' Whlich has
count for nothing; it was, '
then needful at any price to prevent the sendmcr of those
. He went the right way to work, the horrible
a well-worn way enough, and one which always
he ‘exhumed’ the hydra .of anarchy, that famous
gey ~which kings have such fear. He described Paris
given up to'the red party, and from two or tllleeJMs,, -
hich he caused to be sent to him ad hoc, he pointed to the
terrible details of outrages and assassinations which, accord-
ing to his:account, had become the every.day life of the
besciged Babylon. ¢ And it is for such brigands as these
that you would ge.and fight " said M. Thiers, in concluding
a.'long conversation. with one of the ministers of Victor
lmanuel So to the great reglet of the king the 100,000

‘"men just ready to sta,lt were retained in their respective

© quarters.

“On compa.nng thls authentic account with what was-

"lea]h the case in beseiged Paris—the calm, honest, austere
resignation, the virile energy—it is obvious what kind of
man is this ¢ Foutriquet™ and to what a depth of degrada-
tion & being so devoured with ambition is capable of sink-

“ing. In England, in Austria, in Russia, his method was
the same. And when he had made sure that France, thanks
to his calumnies, would no longer inspire Europe with any-
thing but disgust and pity, he returned to watch over the
capitulation of Paris, and the ignoble peace which should
be afforded him by the terribly mutilated country, and this .

. People on which he would presently be avenged. But things
did not go altogether according to his keen desire; and his
vengeance was compromised more than once by that

" Unforeseen which occasionally upsets the most ingenious
plans.

" “ We must mention to begin with the annoying enthusiasm

of those defenders of Paris, who desired to fizht, who wore
willing even to die fighting, and to whom it was necessary

to administer, first,” famine in increasing doses, and then,
the blood:lettings of Bourget, of Avron, of Chd,mplgn_y, of
Buzenal,” ete. . . &~ .

(To be continued.)

LEGALIST SOCIALISTS

AND REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISTS‘~
‘Br ERRICO MALATESTA.

Of the two sections constituting the %cmhst
one must naturally have less repugnance to parli
mentary tactics than the -other, because (excep ng
period-during which the economic renovation o lety
would be effected in a revolutionary way) the
form to which it aspires is a form of parliamenta

6 aim o thls section must be to mamtan

cceptmg parhamentﬁryxsm
omical system has made it, this
Socmhstlc m prac cefand beco
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The Socialists will make headway by hook or by
ciook.  Many are the tricks of the advertiser. Mr.
Keir Hardie some time ago invited the Anarchists to
open a discussion in the columns of the Labor Leader
upon the r(mp@\tiye merits of Anarchism and Socialism.
He certainly said he could nob promise to find space
for all contributions sent.  He did, notwithstanding,
manage to find a two-column space for articles of
representative Socialists, but narrowed down represen--
tative Anarchists to a dozen lines, and in most cases,
excluded their contributions altogether.  Ifrom which
we may. tifey what kind of fair play is likely to happen
under Social Democracy.

{‘,‘ - . -

At a recent meeting at the Liecture Hall, Greenwich,
Mr. H. Seymour (who has recently become the Secre-
tary to an influential committee which is pushing an
agitation on  behalf of Mys. Maybrick) effectually
denounced Mr. Asquith i particular, and the dark
practices of the Home Oflice in general. He referred
to Asquith’s anderhanded treatment of a memorial
presented to him urging a re-consideration of the May-
brick Case, and exposed his scandalous . treatment of
the cases of Potter aud Kelsall, recently released by
public pressure be‘ing “brought to bear. Has Mr. Sey-
mour forgotten other, victims of the secret service,
the Walsall Anarchists, the plos-for which they were

< convicted and sentenced to long terms of imprisonment,

 being got up by the police ?  Or are these not entitled

to public symputhy because they are——Anarchists ?

Dr. Muacgregor has at last realized the hollowness

“and hypoeracy of political life, and has refused any '

longer to be the dupe of the political tricksters : he
EHAYS o e

“1 consider political life a delusion and a snare. T have found it
impossible to do. an honest, straightforward day’s work, and have
long been smarting under that feeling.” :

“That is not good enough for me’ declared Mac-
gregor—a conclusion we Anarchists arrived at long ago
and we trust the workers will soon hold the smne’
opinion. How many ef these object lessons ‘do the

LIBERTY.

| comrades depend on imimediate action.

———

people want in order to discover that not only are
‘politics a delusion, but that Representative Governient,
18 a sham ? '

Every effort. shqlﬂd be made to secure the release,of
our Walsall Comrades. -The chance of -succeediy.
must depend on the intelligent co-operation of all Joyerq
of freedom. Those who know anything of the ¢uye
agree that our comrades are the victims of an infanousg
police plot, the recent -adnigsions of ex detective
MclIntyre confirming this up to the very hilt. Not 4
moment must be . lost, since the life and liberty of ouy

When Pot appeals to Kettle it is indicative of Py
having no other friend to appeal to. - When the
Belgian Government appeals to Pope “Pious ” to help
them to. suppress Belgiani Socialism it may wit), - *
certainty be assumed that the Belgian authorities have
sunk to a very demoralised and demoralising stace
of existence. In the Pope attempting to stop the
advancing wave of Socialistic thought and action we
have a revival of the redoubtable farce of “ Mys. Partino.
ton, her mop, and the Ocean.” In a few years the
Ocean will still be living and moving, but where wil]
Mrs. Pope Parfington be ? ‘

Hand to hand, and heart to heart, across oceans and
across deserts! And why not? This would seen: to
be the spirit in which the appeal from British Socialists
to  Socialists all the world over has - been issued, -
Huwmanity/is bat one family after all. ~ With its many
divergent Mttures, it has much and should havé more
in common. When its atoms understand each other
‘better, “and mix together in though
frequently, their comunon interests
clearly, and the long and w
might will be nearing its en
ing results of ‘the publica
the many kind “ex
from comrades in all

The poor old Eclho
just at present, does
at all. It wants a nice
with plenty of empty
ever ; as of courge all h
—sweaters, will join Hoh
a better sign of the real va
%r a plainer proof of what v volutionists |
tained all along—that the Sunday demonstrating docs
not mean or ‘say 'anything; nor shake anything red
before Johnuy Bull’s optics ?  Poor, disturbeds otl
Echo! It makes believeé the weather on the 1st was
too much’ for us all; for it wouldn’t do to be truthiful
just here and notice the auspicious fact that water isn’t-
wet enough to melt up an Anarchist meeting ; though
it so effectually, dispersed ‘the parliamentary demon-
strators. Hcho was altogether afraid to allude to that;
and after all, what could it say ? poer old thing! It is
another good sign. We must keep our countenances,
and not laugh too much at such a manifest little
—editorial predicament. -+ -

errer e+

oz |

<

Dear old Echo.—Thank you for your stunning leader about our
May-day * effort in the Park.. We think it & very good sign that you
and your :gort didn’t like it ; and just bears out what we Anarchists
are always saying, that the exploiters and profit-mongers are not @
bit afraid of plenty of empty show, brass bands, on a legitimate 1a¥
and ordered holiday ; because it don’t mean nothin significant, done
that way. No, we are not going to “ dwindle into nsignificance,” as
{ou put it. No fear! Significance don’t lic in numbers and shov;

ut in spirit, and proof of a determination to do things independent.
You know that, right enoughb, dad. ook here; in '93.,09};“3 held

By B e
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and preached the meaningof it. In |
be left behind, because the people are *
ics ’ too fast for them ; so they turned
nd S.D.F.; and 1.1.P., and Unions ;.
And hat(:l puts you out worstefall is the |
in washed away all the parligmentar oal 'S¢ SYv
¢ s and our attenti\z; crowd wifh the field tz ' ?Vtiams? the p’r‘esen’qsyys
s something wetter than a May shower to « damp | 10 are sentet w.ed tolo
daddy. And as the peojile.walked away, they | 11€Ver did anything even
g “i a.sl ;')l_a,,uun't %’v?ryEyea’.r ‘which lot was in | Were sentenced s uply
was only playing at it.’ arnest is just about the | R e
the anti-politicians what don't get fewer. ""JInsigniﬁcant ” ;’lllin-b t.(-) hatri;(-l Of'th‘e PJ il
L P A ' Juries to find their

Y. Pouget in La S
n reference to those who
Y, 10 which, leaving for ¢
cre sentenced for really

L}

T i ! At a time when the
~ INTERNATIONAL NOTES. " | prison of Porto E
‘ e S : somethin
The Anti-revolutionary bill has been rejected by the
rman Parliament ‘and a blow aimed not onlv at
ist and’ Anarchist propaganda but, in no less
e, at the propagation of the results of seietice and | which will ¢
every modern progress, has been frustrated. When this | in te end ?
defeat “of the Government, over which the Social =
Democrats. are trimmphant, leaves us cool and pessi- | st Liberty alon
mistic as before, it is because the events of last year tion : in her o
have shown that this Government needs no-extension | enemies.”—]
of its powers to do what they like to suppress Anarchist

propaganda.

_ Thus whilst only the editor signing a paper is lggally
responsible for its contents, the pritters and manager
of the Soctalist of Berlin were arrested and sentenced
us well, and when this ‘blow was parried by entrusting
all these functions to ome comrade, not only was he
arrested but all the books, lists of addresses and cor-
respondence seized which, finally, forced the comrades
to give up the publication of the paper. . . ..
e | present dif

‘From an article in the Paris Temps Nouveanz we see _Caﬁ“ag"o}
that the last 45 numbers of the Socialist cost no less | =
_than 80 months of prison, and still, atter the arrest of
" the last editor, when-.on lis road to prison w dozen |
comrades volunteered to take over his post.

Unfortunately in the months of repression following,
the old, long exploded -idea of co-operation crept up
again among the Berlin comrades, and some have pub-
lished- quite a phantastical appeal in favour of creating
.an independeént power outside the State by free co-oper
ation—as if, quite apart from the economic impossibili-
ties, the" political persecution would ever let such
enterprises take root. = . .

o

. Under these circumstances the announcement of a
‘new paper and new pamphlets to be published abroac
comes not a moment too soon to prevent, by the con
sequent exposition of our principles, this move 18
Wwhich is- only a few years old, from being drawn away i1
fallacious side-tracks. e

No such voices of momentous despair were heard in
the French movement, which is started again,
ree she comrades who in the monstrous tri
; st summer were represented by the accus
on as a band of eriminals and threatened with tran
tation for life, are how -a3 vigorous as ever at thei
La Révolte is succeeded by Les Temy
18ee Reclus, entitled ¢
y La Sociale

tten how many of our comrades |
isons of the Republic, on the sur
eding islands off Cayenne, and in
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LIBERTY.

ION: AND LIBERTY.
ty is now giving huth to a socialistic
‘with a-new social form; TiGiitgeois
fear the moment quietly rlpplo(wh-
present social organs will have
new Sergans, which
embryo already Aga«mst this unavoidable
ated bourgeois in vain erects gallows,
prisons, and galleys. Whether vnlhngly or
ourgeois society cdrries in its bosom the
ety of to-morrow, Just as the infevior
ms of other times carried | in them the germ of
yresent superior animal forms; these again no
b gthe embryos of still more pelfect &umml

|
g
|
-

WoT dis bringing forth a new form of secial Tifs;
d the throes of this birth are so unmistakable that‘
gvery one perceives them readily. Two different
tendencies ‘dominate in these agitations: Association
and Liberty ; Sociality and Individualism.
“In the associations of working men the economic and
political life of the future is preparing. Man urged by
an exact idea of “his own intesests, and by mbmn
t ndencies—implanted in him throuffh an evolution «f 1
aﬂes—assomate s with éther men w1th similar interests
inthe same town in which he lives. ~These associated
units form a trades union, which is & new unity, and the
source of other associations, branching off in two differ-
ent directions.
On %he one hand, all the trades unions in the same
town associate,” forming a new and larger unity, a
. federation. The municipal federations in the same dis-
trict f rmn themnselves into a still larger unity, a regional
or provincial federation of different trades.” This, in its
turn, unites with similar federations in the country,
and with them forms the national federation of all trade
uions. A day will come when these great unities will
unite into an international todm.mtlon the (\mblyo of
which exists already.

On: the other hand, the unions of the same trade in
one distiict unite to toun a larger uniby, the district
federation of the samme trades. These unities through-
out the land unite to form national federations of the
the same trade, and soon these national uunities will
form a new one—tlre international federation of the
same trade. S

In these processes the unity becomes greater and
greater. It ancludes fewer and fewer individual unions,
while all the tinie comprising more and more human
beings. These two processes operate conjointly. Like
all phenomena, they are c()mplex they entangle one
another. Here, 1119 union of all the trade’s unions in a
nation is more hlml) esmbllshul than the federation of

_all the unions of the same trade. There,.the contrary
18 the case.

associations of the -same tmde are found, m an emb)y-
onic state, the economic organs of that soucty which is
= slowly elaborating in the “social alembic; while the
n of litical organs lie in the municipal, com-

al, national and lntematloual uulons of

different trades ,
erywhere—l Tnean in Emope Amerlca fmd Ans-

3 phenomena are being aceomph%hed The

EVerywhere the organs of the future’

y cox.n to life and are developmg slow]y in the

utme, are stslll in: the penod of'
the ocir lotrxst perceives oLear]y the txme ;

n the district or regional, ‘national and mtenmtmnnl 1

w 1en, (nmed at matmlt\f thev will have con
aken ‘the place of the pwqent social organs
the latter. ; then, (m]v such traces will 1em'
dear to the ln%ton(m or archeo )mk t o €
Then, thanks to his socmlnhty, man
nmore to associate.  On the othe
tendency towards liberty,
towards individualisation
Association, Individualisation ontend
with the other and strive continuall;
compact, essential to pertect
which humanity doubtless wil
The strife between thes
equilibrinm wahwh the r
under the despotism of th
The tendency to
general as the gregari
individual aspires t De ¢
more  and
satme aspirations.
(omes to liﬂht

grow md increa
group, they tbnd”
Jndlwdlml ‘

sesses.
the p

ment th
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*“Das Christenthum und der Anarchistische Com-~-

munigmus.*’ (Christianity and Anparchist Communisni.)
“*by H. Joachim Gehlsen. : -

* Readers of German may find many points of interest in this little
work, which is one more opinion, offered from a standpoint outside
our movement, as to the fundameutal resemblance of the wodern
social ldeal 'with the free communism preached by the Galilean
agitator whom “luw and order” executed for stirring up the people
in the days of Tiberius Cmsar. Herr Gehlsen's point of view is how-
ever neither that of the revolutionary socialist, nor of the orthodox
Chbristian. The gist of his booklet is as follows : )

1. The gonl of human progress is4 social state based on Free Com-
wunism in which shall be found no class distinctions, nor political
demareations; no rich, nor poor; no idlers, no starvation, no (;huryh
and no State. - But such asociety, in which Liberty and Equality are
to be the order of the day, can only exist as the outcome of Fraternity.

1I. Fraternity, however, depends on a character and sentiment
formed in individuals, and as such, can neither be imposed by poli-
ticians or- priests, nor brought about by violent revolutign. m}fts
establishment can only result from the slow outgrowing*by mankind
of greed and rancour, pari passu with the slow expansion of institu-
tions in conformity with the expanding character and rights of
citizens.

Towards this Ideal—free communism, based on fraternity, or
regard for the * neighbour”-—Herr Gehlsen considers t}h@t the
general life of minkind has continudiy tended; the Individual's
intorest in the mterssts of the whole betoming increasingly munifest.
The idea is  divine,” (whatever that may be) and hence eternal and
inextinguishable ; and it is repeatedly re-born in specially gifted men
who, making its proclamation the great concern of ‘Lheir lives, are its
specind apostles. This bappened (he considers) in completest con-
coivable degree in the ease of Christ, whose doctrine hence bécomes
an all.sufficient touch-stone for moral guidance and social aspiration.

The existing institutions of Church and State have, of course, no-
thing either in their spirit or ovganisation that at ali corresponds
with thé cventual nceds of free hnmanity. Their true office at
present should be (in Gehlsen’s view) to check one another ; the State
standing for Progress and providing against stagnation; the Church
representing Reaction and providing agaiust precipitancy. (p.36) As
a fact, however, the two have ever perverted- this provisional utility
by contending agmnst one another as rivals for pohitical and worldly
supremacy. (Chap. 1V.) . , ‘ )

The existence of State and Chmmunal organizations in soclety at
all times testifies to the dextinguishable effort of maokind towards
fulfilment of the commumstie Ideid.  (This seems to us u fantastic
view of the situation, at variance with all the facts of the natural
history of Government.  Herbert Spewcorts view of (GGovernment, as
“hegotten of agpression aml by aggression,” is surely truer.  And
governments, set. up and manipulated by the stronger, have obviously
made it their first. object to keep the strouy o position and in posses-
sion.  Not with a fundamental view to the advantage of all in com-
won, but with the bottom idea of protecting private and national
property, has the State ever legislated"and funetioned.)

Of Social Democeney Herr (ehlsen says: ** As is the case with all
movements towards human cmancipation and the ileal freedom, so
alwo in tho socinl dentweratic agitation of the past 30 years the lead-
g thought and sole point of vitality has been its communistic
foature, That this party, however, should have set itsolf the fabu-

lonsly stupid task of establishing Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity

by meuns of a complicated adminstrative apparatus is only u proof of
its insignifiennce, it political lifelessness, its moral impotence.” (p.
20.)
the open rond towards the peaceful establishment of the freedom of
citizens It has made but small use of the opportunities
open to it of codperation with, and independent initiation of reforms
in the direction of freedom, having set up instead the phantom of a
new State for whose establishment the over-thrw of the existing
Staté-is an indispensiblo condition.  T'hus Sociul Democracy has
sacrificed the strength which lay in its communistic Idenl to a fan-
tastic nothing, and has been morally guilty of treachery to the people
This treachery to the people has had as immediate result the revoﬁu-
tionising of a great part of the lower class population, and has
breathed the breath of life into Anarchist Communism. To be sure,
Social Demoeracy with laudable repudiation of its own revolutionary
tendencey, emphatically points to the great gulf fixed between its own
gonl und that of Anarchism, and also to the activity in legislative
reform which it has developed; whereas Anarchism condemns all
parlinmentary labors.  This gulf, however, is only "artificially con-
structed, and owes its existence solely to the incounsistency of “Social
Democracy, which is afraid to draw a logical conclusion from its
own teaching. ~ The law-rivetted, air-built future State of the Social
Democrats has already long fallen to ruius within their own eamp ;
and the doctrine of Compulsory Equality lias had to steer clear of the
doctrine of Free Society.” . (pp. 29. 88.) _

Of Anarchist Communism, however, as at present preached, our
writer appears to me to take a rather uunfair view,.inusmuch as he
ascribes to its adepts a slighting of ihe idea of Fraternity, (the need-
ful basis of Equality and Freedom) und u desire to explain away or

get round morality; (*“ der Versuel die Moral za umgehen ” p- 85.). |

“The uim,”" says Geblsen, “of Anarchist Communism is plain

e

Aguin : “ Socinl Demoeracy in Germany has decidedly forsaken

" REVOLUTIONARY GOV
' REVOLUTIONARY STU
"JONES’ BOY :Dialogues

! enough.; because it is purely materialistic, foree is its only means of

- moral power—the- divine spirit —is folly or blindness

" Communisin as realisuble by methods of law.

reaching its goal. The attempt of its prophets, from Bakunin to
Kropotkin, to give it a moral garb must be regarded as abortive ; for
to hope to establish a human morulity while denying the highest

. Here of course is the fundamestal point of diﬁerenceAbetwpeu
Herr Gehlsen’s ethical interpretation and ours. For him, humay
morality consists in loyalty to a pre-established code imposed by 4
divine spirit, and absolute in its prohibition of certain weaus ang
methods in the:attainment even of legitimate ends. For us, morality
lies in -loyality to human nature, humau interests, human progress;
and the value ‘or admissibility of this or that procedure is relative, n(»t,,
absolute, since changing conditions change the gmphusis of mora|
sanctions. But Fraternity, whether profes<ed or not, (and Anarchistg
are shy of popular shibboleths) is sarely nowhere more genuinely
desired than among the international comrades whose ideal clain,’
from the fellow creature is “according to ability,” and whose idea]
‘concession to’ him is “according to his need.”

Two final quoiations from' this interesting little book most readers
will endorse: “For the future Anarchist Communism certaiuly
deserves the atsention of the whole political world ; and the sooner
the attention of all thinking mankind be turned upan it, without
passion or idiotic fear, so much the better for the general welfare . .
“ Communism and Anarchism can scarcely be taken sepamtely;
Anarchy results from communism, and thus the Latin school (French
~—Italian—Spanish). have rightly described their adherents in all
literary productions as “ Anarchist-Communists,” to distinguish them
from those commuuists who in ea“lier social movements regardel
In Germany, for
instance, it would be of great advantage to politicians to Lear in
mind that Anarchists are, before all else, Communists.”

. L. 8. R.

N o

Liberty Bookshelf.

;['hl.e following can l)vsa;l)mixled from the Kditor, or will be forwarded
s V on receipt.of stamps. =

AN APPEAL TO THE YOUN :
Translated from tiie French. Ald.k '

ANARCHIST MORALITY

THE COMMUNE OF PARI

THE PLACE OF ANAL;(,H
EVOLUI'LONS By P. Kr

an ¢ Enfaut ‘lerrible’ @nd
AN ANARCHIST 0O

Recrus. 14, © ;
*“It1s a pity that such

Press, This critici:
ment of the present,

THE IDEAL AND

Price 1d. .
KEVOLUTION axp REVOL
i Price 1d.

A TALK ABOUT ANARCE
Between I'wo Workers. By Eikrco Mavar
‘This pamphlet has been translated into varions languages, and
Italy and France. : 5 e e
ANARCHY. By Izrico Manaresta. Price 1d..

IN DEFENCE OF EMMA GOLDMANN AND THE
RIGHT OF EXPROPRIATION. By YoLrarring pg CLuvRE. 1d.
THE WHY I AMS: Why I am a Socialist and an
Atheist, by Conrad Nmwiger; Why T am a Social Democrat, by
G. B. Shaw; Why I am an Individualist Auarchist, by J.
Armsden,  1d. :

THE WHY I AMS: Why I am a Communist, by
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